
Welcome to Our
61st Sports Awards Presentation

Honoring Yesterday’s Stars
2025



 

 

 

 

The Norwalk High School  
Athletic Department 

congratulates 
MMiikkee  AAsshhlleeyy  

GGeeoorrggee  DDiiaammaannttiiss  
DDeennnniiss  FFaabbiiaann  

TTeerrrryy  FFuulllleerr  
CChheerriissee  MMiicckkllee  

BBoobbbbyy  RRoossss  
CCaarrrriiee  SSeeyymmoouurr  
RReeggiinnaa  TTrriimmbboollii  

Thank you for your contributions  
to the Norwalk community! 

GGOO  BBEEAARRSS!!  
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Norwalk Old Timers’ Athletic Association, Inc.

Norwalk Old Timers’ Athletic Association, Inc., P.O. Box 125, Norwalk, CT  06852-0125

Welcome to the 61st Norwalk 
Old Timers' Sports Award 
Dinner. It has been my 

distinct honor and privilege to serve as 
president of  the Norwalk Old Timers as  
this night has become a great tradition for 
the City of  Norwalk. It reunites friends and 
honors those who have made significant 
contributions to the Norwalk sports scene. 

Tonight we honor nine individuals who 
have distinguished themselves in sports 
and beyond.

I want to thank all of  you attending this 
evening, especially those who come every 
year. Your support has enriched the City 

of  Norwalk with this event and sustained the scholarship fund that has grown to three 
scholarships each annually for Norwalk and Brien McMahon High Schools.

I must also thank our dedicated Old Timers executive committee, the members of  
which put in many hours of  work to make this a special evening. 

Finally, we are especially grateful for the vital support of  our major sponsors: The 
BJ Ryan’s Group, LaJoie’s Auto and Scrap Recycling, and the Laurel Athletic Club; the 
advertisers in this program book; and our patrons and donors.

I hope everyone will enjoy this great Norwalk Old Timers’ evening.

				    Pete Tucci
				    President

November 12, 2025
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On behalf of the BJ Ryan’s Group

BJ Ryan’s 
“The Pub”

57 Main Street 
Norwalk, CT 06851

Full kitchen til midnight 365 days! 
 

BanC House
“BBQ & CRAB” 
16 River Street

Norwalk, CT 06850
Brunch every Saturday & Sunday!

 

BJ Ryan’s East
“East”

1 Cove Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06855

Join us for family friendly dining!

The BJ Ryan’s Foundation was
created in 2010 as a community-
driven base for charitable giving.

Donations can be mailed to:
The BJ Ryan’s Foundation

57 Main Street
Norwalk, CT 06851 

 

CONGRATULATIONS
OLD TIMERS!

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
CARRIE SEYMOUR! 

Matt & Tim Hefferan 

You’ve made the old neighborhood proud. 
From the early days at the Tracey School 
Playground to a star college coach. Keep 
up the good work. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
JIM WRINN  

2025 MIKE ERRICO AWARD WINNER  

 
And best wishes to all of this year ’s 

Honorees, very well deserved . 

MIC HAEL & LAURA W RINN  

MAJOR EVENT SPONSOR
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Processes or all ferrous & nonferrous metals 
Iron | Aluminum | Copper | Batteries 

Steel | Brass | Stainless | Nickel

Don LaJoie, 1995 Old Timers Honoree 
Randy LaJoie, 2018 Old Timers Honoree 
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FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
INTERSCHOLASTIC  
ATHLETIC CONFERENCE, INC. 
Congratulations to those with FCIAC 
connections as Norwalk Old Timers 
Inductees! 

Mike Ashley 
Dennis Fabian 
Terry Fuller 
Cherise Mickle 

Rob Ross 
Carrie Seymour 
Jim Wrinn 

The FCIAC is proud of you! 

MAJOR EVENT SPONSOR
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Congratulations to the   
 

2025 Norwalk Old Timers Honorees 
 
 

The Bobrowsky Family 

GLEN ’S VARIETY  
• Full- scale variety store  
• Post office  
• Lottery  

CONGRAT ULATION S  
to all honorees ! 

~KP, O wner  

115 New Canaan Avenue  
Norw alk  

(203) 846 - 3613 
(directly across from the  old 

Broad River Schoo l) 

 
 

 

 

On behalf of the city’s  
oldest athletic club,  

we would like to extend our 
congratulations and gratitude  

to the Norwalk Old Timers  
2025 Honorees. 

You have all enriched the  
City of Norwalk. 

Thank you. 
 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Liz Sue Bagels, Inc. 

MAJOR EVENT SPONSOR
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CCOONNGGRRAATTUULLAATTIIOONNSS!!  

GEORGE DIAMANTIS 

on this well-deserved honor  
as one of the best athletes  
Norwalk has ever seen. 

Josh, Rizzo, Bobby,  
Michael, and Mark 

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all the 

202 5 Norwalk Old Timers’ 
inductees  

Enjoy your evening! 

 

The Moffett Family  
Frank, Sheila,  

Patrick, Katelyn,  
Brayden, and Connor  
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CONGRATULATIONS 
CARRIE ! 

A well - deserved 
honor  

 
Lov e,  

Aunt Gaye  
and your favorite 

cousins  

Congratulations to all the 
well-deserving honorees 

this year – you’ve made 
Norwalk proud! 

THOMAS J. ROBIDOUX 
Robidoux Landscaping 

tom@robi.do 
http://robi.do 
Norwalk, CT 

(203) 853-4818 

One company for ALL your 
landscaping needs. 
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The McMahon Football Family 
would like to send out much deserved 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the 

2025 Norwalk Old Timers inductees! 
Your impact on student athletes is 

immeasurable. 
 
 

GO McMAHON FOOTBALL!  

 

 
 

THE FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
FOOTBALL OFFICIALS 

ASSOCIATION 
Congratulates all the  
Norwalk Old Timers 

2025 Honorees! 

President 
Tom Sportini 

1st Vice President 
Frank Fedak III 

2nd Vice President 
Ellis Crawford 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Bill Howard 

Commissioner 
Don Christopher 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE  
2025 NORWALK OLD TIMERS’ 

HONOREES! 

You are a large part of  
Norwalk’s rich sports history. 

 
 

MARC GRENIER, ESQ. 
CCHS Class of ’84 

 
24 Belden Avenue, Suite 503 

Norwalk, CT 06850 
(203) 309-5500 

marc@russorizio.com 
www.russorizio.com 

Congratulations to the  
2025 Norwalk Old Timers Athletic 

Association Honorees. 

You are a shining example of what 
all Norwalk athletes and coaches 

should aspire to be! 

 
Norwalk High School Baseball 

ONCE A BEAR . . .  
ALWAYS A BEAR! 

A special congratulations to  
Coach Mitchell’s Father-in-Law and 

Friend, Dennis Fabian. 

We miss you, Big Den! 
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NAA  

The Norwalk Athletic Association  
Serving Norwalk’s youth since 1959  

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
JIM WRINN  

A generation of Norwalk ’s  
youth salute you  

◆ NAA Girls Basketball  ◆ 
◆ NAA Cal Ripken Baseball  ◆ 
◆ NAA Pop Warner Football  ◆ 

◆ NAA Norwalk Youth Football  ◆ 



18 19

www.geeserelief.com 

Chris Santopietro 
 

For over three decades, Coach Wrinn was the heart and soul of 
our football family. His passion for the game, commitment to his 
players, and unwavering belief in teamwork, discipline, and 
character have left an impact that will last far beyond the 
scoreboard. 

Coach Wrinn didn’t just build winning teams — he built young 
men of integrity, resilience, and respect. Under his leadership, 
countless athletes learned not only how to play football, but how 
to handle adversity, celebrate success with humility, and give 
their best in everything they do. 

Whether it was under the lights on game day or out on a muddy 
practice field, Coach Wrinn led with heart, humor, and an 
unshakable dedication to his players. His legacy is written not 
only in victories, championships, and records, but in the lives 
he’s shaped and the community he’s inspired. 

Coach Wrinn’s spirit will continue to live on — in today’s 
freshman players who lace up their cleats knowing they were his 
last Norwalk Junior Football team, in the older athletes 
continuing their high school and even college football journeys, 
and in all his former players who now find themselves coaching 
and carrying on his way. 

Because for Coach Wrinn, football was never just a game — it 
was a family. And that family will carry his legacy forward, always. 

NORWALK JUNIOR FOOTBALL & CHEER 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the 2025 inductees  

into the  
Norwalk Old Timers’  
Athletic Association 

 

SIGN ATURE  
Landscaping  

Complet e Grounds Management  

Tysen Canevari  
Tysen14@aol.com  

(203) 849 - 860 8 (office)   |  (203) 943 - 8838 (cell)  
34 Esqui re Road  
Norwalk , CT 0685 1 

 
 

w 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO CARRIE SEYMOUR 

 

“It was an honor to be one of your 
coaches.” 

~Ray Barry 

City of Norwalk

Richard A. McQuaid
Town Clerk

125 East Avenue
Rm. 102
Norwalk, CT 06851

(203) 854-7745
Fax (203) 854-7802

rmcquaid@norwalkct.org



22 23

FROM ONE COACH TO ANOTHER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to CARRIE SEYMOUR 

 

from 
DON FOUST 

Photo courtesy of Eastern Connecticut State University Athletic Communications 

A Terrific Player 
A Great Leader 

A Wonderful Person 

 
Congratulations 

CHERISE MICKLE 

“What a pleasure it was to be your coach for 
eight straight seasons.” 

DON FOUST 
Cherise Mickle’s Basketball Coach 

Norwalk High School 1980-83 
University of Bridgeport 1984-87 
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Congratulations to  
Norwalk’s Newest  “Old Timers”  

 

Mike Ashley  
George Diamantis  

Dennis Fabian  
(posthumous)  

Terry Fuller  
Cherise Mickle  

Rob Ross  
Carrie Seymour  
Regina Trimboli  

Jim Wrinn  
(Mike Errico Award ) 

from Larry Cafero  and  

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

to Three Senators who  
continue to make us proud 

 
 
 

TERRY FULLER ROB ROSS MIKE ASHLEY 
BMHS Class of 1971 BMHS Class of 1974 BMHS Class of 1979 

from Ralph and Joan King 
and 

The Brien McMahon Athletic Family 
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PPEETTEE  CCOORRRREENNTTYY  

and 
TTHHEE  HHOOMMEE  OOIILLEERRSS  HHOOCCKKEEYY  CCLLUUBB  

salute 
TThhee  NNoorrwwaallkk  OOlldd  TTiimmeerrss  AAtthhlleettiicc  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn    

aanndd  aallll  tthhee  22002255  hhoonnoorreeeess  

PETE CORRENTY 
(Team Founder, General Manager, Head Coach) 

2010 Old Timers Honoree 

HOME OILERS ROSTER 
Peter Correnty (Coach) 1931 Norwalk, CT USA 
Mark Burns (G) 1948 Boston, MA, USA 
William Diercks (G) 1947 St. Louis, MO, USA 
Charlie Brown (D) 1947 Minneapolis, MN, USA 
Christopher Gurry (D) Andover, MA, USA 
Don Newman (D) 1943 Kamloops, BC, CAN 
Paul Patrick (D) 1950 Riverside, CT, USA 
Paul Tanguay (D) Montréal, QC, CAN 

Larry Davenport (F) Glencoe, ON, CAN 
Frank Grace (F) 1948 Toronto, ON, CAN 
Carl Kraft (C) 1939 Elora, ON, CAN 
Russ McClenaghan (C) ‘39 Huntingdon, QC, CAN 
Kent Parrot (F)  1946 Boston, MA, USA 
Johnny Sherban (RW) 1928 Vonda, SK, CAN 
Dick Toomey (F) 1947 Newtonville, MA, USA 
Bob Veilleux (LW) ‘39 Thetford Mines, QC, CAN 

 
Season Team  Games Played W  L  Tie Pct 
1962-63 Norwalk Home Oilers 
1963-64 Norwalk Home Oilers 16 10  4   2   0.688 
1964-65 Norwalk Home Oilers 16 14  2   0   0.875 
1965-66 Norwalk Home Oilers 22 19  2   1   0.886 
1966-67 Norwalk Home Oilers 22 18  3  1 0.841 
1967-68 Norwalk Home Oilers 21 18  3   0 0.857 
1968-69 Bridgeport Home Oilers 21 17  3   1 0.833 
1969-70 Bridgeport Home Oilers 18 16  2   0 0.889 
1970-71 Bridgeport Home Oilers 22 17  3   2 0.818 
1971-72 Bridgeport Home Oilers 18 13  4   1 0.750 
1972-73 Bridgeport Home Oilers 19 12   4    3   0.711 

 

The Brien McMahon High School  
Alumni Association 

CONGRATULAT ES  
BMHS Class of ’ 71  
TERRY FULLER  

BMHS Class of ‘74  
ROBERT ROSS  

BMHS Class of ‘79  
MIKE ASHLEY  

and all the  

202 5 OLD TIMER HONOREES  
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MIKE ASHLEY loves to talk about growing up 
and going to the Roodner Court Neighborhood 
Center at Nathaniel Ely School to watch the older 

kids play basketball.
“Everyone in the city who could play was there and we 

watched on the stage as they played full court,” he recalls. 
There were some future All-FCIAC, all-state, and All-City 

players among them, and even a few future Norwalk Old Timers 
honorees like Marvin Spencer, Willie Brooks, and Greg Pritchett. 
For a young Mike Ashley, it was an education in Basketball 101.

The “classroom lessons” he learned certainly paid off  some 
years later as Mike, too, earned his share of  accolades on the 
hardwood as a player at Brien McMahon. Now he joins some of  
his basketball teachers as a Norwalk Old Timers honoree.

The 1979 McMahon graduate enjoyed an outstanding 
basketball career for the Senators. As a sophomore, he averaged 26 points a game for the junior 
varsity team and coach Ralph King rewarded his young guard by letting him sit on the bench for the 
varsity game that followed. Mike managed to get some playing time at the end of  a few one-sided 
contests, but his minutes increased once the state tournament began. 

He came off  the bench in the quarterfinals against Westhill to play defense and held the Vikings’ 
top scorer, who scored 17 in the first half, to just eight points in the final two quarters. But it was 
during the Class LL state semifinals at the New Haven Coliseum when many local basketball fans 
first learned who Mike Ashley was. The Senators were in a tight battle against Hartford Weaver 
when coach King subbed his sophomore guard into the game. He responded by hitting his first 
five shots to spark the offense, and would finish 6-for-9 for 12 points as McMahon won 69-57 to 
advance to its first state final ever.

The Senators were back in the Coliseum a few days later to face FCIAC rival Stamford and Mike 
again came off  the bench to play stellar defense and contributed a key bucket in McMahon’s 68-66 
overtime win to claim the state championship. 

But it was the semifinals that will always be remembered as Mike Ashley’s coming out party. 
After the game in the locker room, King was asked by reporters who this sophomore they had 
never heard of  was, and the veteran coach replied, “You’ll hear plenty of  him in the future.” He 
was right. As a junior, Mike started at guard and was second on the team and third in the city with 
a 15.2 scoring average as he helped the Senators win a second straight FCIAC championship and 
reach the state semifinals.

Then as a senior, Mike, the only returning starter, averaged a team-high 19.4 points while 
shooting over 50 percent from the field to lead McMahon back to the state tournament. He was 
named First-Team All-FCIAC and All-City each of  his final two seasons while earning second-team 
all-state honors as a senior.

He received a basketball scholarship to Sacred Heart University, where he continued to hit 
some big baskets and help the Pioneers make back-to-back NCAA tournament appearances. After 

Mike Ashley

continued ASHLEY, p.51

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
MICHAEL ASHLEY! 

 

We are so proud of you!  
So well deserved!  

Cheers to you!  
We love you!  
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 As many of you know, George Diamantis has always had a way of 
bringing people together. Whether it was leading the team with 
quiet confidence, pushing to be the best, or sharing a laugh after a 
tough loss, he always knew how to keep the spirit alive. And those 
are the qualities that go far beyond the games themselves. 

 

When honoring our Old Timers, let’s remember that it’s not just 
about what was achieved on the field, but about the relationships 
built, the memories made, and loves lost. 

 

A few years back, George lost his wife Sue, after a courageous battle 
with cancer. Losing a loved one is a sorrow no one should have to 
endure, and yet, through his grief, George remains a source of 
strength and inspiration for his sons, and really, for all of us. His 
perseverance is something we’ve always admired about him. 

 

Whether it’s for the love of the sport or his family and friends, the 
fire still burns deep within George. 

 
Congratulations, George, for being 

inducted into The Norwalk Old Timers 
Athletic Association! 

The Boys from Milford 

GEORGE DIAMANTIS cemented his place in 
Norwalk football history on a cool and crisp Friday 
night 40 years ago this fall.

It was on that November 8, 1985 night that the Central 
Catholic running back had the greatest single-game offensive 
performance ever by a local high school football player when he 
scored a state record 48 points in the Cavaliers’ 50-12 rout over 
Brookfield on the Bobcats’ home turf.

All George Diamantis did that night was score seven 
touchdowns, run in a two-point conversion and kick four extra 
points to give him a total of  48 points. That not only set a new 
city of  Norwalk record, but it also eclipsed the previous state 
record of  44 points set in 1974. 

And while George’s seven TDs — on runs of  3, 1, 17, 25, 20, 
65, and 36 yards — tied a state record, it was his six conversion 

points that put him over the top and all alone in the state record book. But that was only part of  his 
great night. The 5-foot-11, 185-pound back, who combined his natural speed with his strength, would 
carry the ball 39 times for 284 yards, another new Central Catholic record. 

While that record-setting game was undoubtedly George’s best effort in a CCHS uniform, he 
certainly had several other standout games. In fact, he rushed for over 100 yards in nine of  the 
Cavaliers’ 11 games that season, including over 200 three times. The only two games he didn’t reach 
the century mark he had 90 and 77 yards. In other words, no team ever stopped him cold.

In Central’s fourth game against Weston, George ran the ball an amazing 45 times and gained 266 
yards, which at the time set a new team record. That record lasted four weeks before he broke it with 
his one-man show against Brookfield. And one week after his 284-yard effort, he ran for another 271 
yards and three touchdowns against Bullard Havens.

He also had games of  199, 179, 163, 162, 147, and 119 yards on the ground. That 199-yard effort 
came in the final game of  the season on Thanksgiving morning against rival St. Mary’s of  Greenwich. 
Diamantis came into the season finale with 1,807 yards rushing and needed a 193-yard game to reach 
the coveted 2,000-yard mark. He was at 1,980 yards as the final minute ticked away, but on what would 
be the final play of  the game and the season, George got the ball for the 36th time and rambled 26 
yards to the end zone to provide a dramatic finish to his fabulous season. 

That gave him a city-record 2,006 yards rushing for the season, while the touchdown, his third of  
the game, gave him 23 for the season and another city record. He also kicked one PAT to account for 
all the scoring in the Cavaliers’ 19-0 win. That gave him 151 points for the season, yet another city 
record, as were his 205 career points.

And in a touch of  irony, George also won the city scoring title as a junior with 48 points — the 
same number of  points he would score in one single game a year later.

His postseason accolades included being named All-Western Connecticut Conference, All-State, 
and All-City co-MVP.

George Diamantis

continued DIAMANTIS, p. 51
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TERRY FULLER!!! 
 

A well-deserved honor for such an amazing Athlete! 
You are truly loved by all. Not only are you the apple 

of our eyes, but continue to shine brightly within everyone’s 
hearts. May you be blessed always as you walk along Life’s way, 

and to keep in mind how we care for you,  
as you go about your day 

 

 
 

With Love, Elaine, Terry Jr., Amber,  
& Our Five Grands, 

Brothers, Best Friends, Sisters,  
Nephews & Good Family Friends 

'
Terry Fuller

TERRY FULLER never met a sport he didn’t 
love ... or didn’t excel in. Whether it was football, 
wrestling, baseball, or even karate, Terry could 
always be found near the head of  the class. 

He left perhaps his biggest mark in football, a sport he 
began playing as a nine year-old in the Norwalk Pop Warner 
program. That prepared him for the junior high school 
tackle football league, a then-popular program sponsored by 
the Norwalk Recreation Department with games played on 
Sunday mornings. As a ninth grader in the fall of  1967, Terry, 
a running back, helped the Ponus Ridge Green Devils win the 
city championship.

All roads led to Brien McMahon High School, where he 
established himself  as a standout defensive back for the 
Senators and was named First-Team All-FCIAC as a senior. 

That fall of  1970 was the same season Terry set a new FCIAC record with seven interceptions as 
McMahon, ranked as high as No. 6 in the state, went 8-1 for the best record in program history to 
that point. The only blemish was a one-touchdown loss to state champion Stamford High.

Terry had several big games that season, including a pair of  interceptions in a 28-6 win over 
Danbury. Two weeks later he set a new school record for most tackles in a game with 16 as the 
Senators beat Greenwich 16-12. He also picked off  his sixth interception of  the season.

But Terry’s biggest tackle of  the season—and his career—came in McMahon’s annual intracity 
rivalry game against Norwalk High when he tackled an NHS player in the end zone for a safety. That 
second-quarter play by Terry proved to be the only scoring in McMahon’s exciting 2-0 win in one of  
the most talked about games in the 65-year city series between the two local high schools.

The football season was no sooner over when Terry began his final wrestling season for McMahon. 
But it was his memory from the end of  the wrestling season that he covets the most. That’s when 
Terry went into the state tournament unseeded, but defeated four straight seeded opponents to 
capture the 145-pound state championship.

While his wrestling career was over, Terry’s high school football career still had one more game to 
go. He was selected to play in that summer's annual Nutmeg Bowl, which featured the best players in 
the entire state. Terry was the starting safety for the West squad and also returned punts and kickoffs. 
Then when the team’s two running backs were injured, Terry was used on offense in the second half.

He didn’t get much of  a break before it was time to report for preseason football practice at 
Central Connecticut State College in New Britain. As a senior in 1975, he anchored the Blue Devils’ 
defensive backfield and was among the team leaders in tackles and interceptions, had one fumble 
recovery, and returned punts. He capped off  his collegiate career by being voted the team’s MVP, and 
was even invited to a tryout with the NY Giants.

And his football days still weren’t over as he played several seasons in the Norwalk Recreation 
Jack Casagrande Touch Football League. His team, the Carver Bucs, coached by his older brother 

continued FULLER, p.51
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1963
John J. McGarrie
John McGrath
Arthur Olson
1964
Joseph Beres
Harold Cutbill
Russell Day
1965
Snow Keene
Frank Riley
Charles Volk
Benjamin Whone
1966
Louis J. Gardella
Herbert Herring
Louis Tarlov
1967
Phil Baker
Leo Frank
Thomas Ireland
1968
Dr. Harry H. Hefferan
Joseph Kerekes
Andrew Richards
1969
Donald N. Bredice
James J. Paul
Horace McMahon
1970
George B. Buschbaum
Joseph Marino
James F. Sutton, Sr.
1971
James Bellantoni
Norman Flewellyn
Donald Shufelt
1972
Everett S. Bulkley
Patrick J. Davey
Edward Herring
1973
John Ingram
Alfred Middleton
John Miller
John Rogers
1974
Rudy Costa
Len Fanning
Steve Kravarik
John McGuirk
Bill Meehan
Betty Philcox
1975
Jerry Epstein
Len Harris
Frank Lombardi
Al Naggie
Ralph Venezia
1976
Joe Buschbaum
John Buschbaum
Guy Cocchia
Harry Combis
Clarence Fanning
George Fuller
Tony Reda
Jimmy Sutton
1977
Joe Kulscar
Joe Lonchak

Lou Nazzaro
Tom Price
Louis (Duke) Yoczik
1978
Lou Bardani
Chick Ciccarelli
Eugene "Ike" Kern
Benny Masion
Fred Palumbo
Williard Williams
1979
Alva "Al" Cocchia
Bob Edge
Mike Errico
Clyde Joyal
Willis Overton
Bob Smith
Naomi Wargo
1980
Edward Bonello
George H. Bredice
Vic D'Amato
Frank Gaudiano
Frank J. Impy
Eric C. Malmquist
Francis D. Martin
William J. Miller
Leo P. Skidd
1981
Ralph Caruso
David Fromer
Robert Hunt
John Johns
Chris Lysobey
Vincent "Peck" O'Brien
Angelo Radano
Edgar Raymond
Dean Russell
Jack Squires
Jack Staff
1982
Dennis Callahan
Americo Christopher
William J. Cibere
Louis J. D'Orso
William F. Gonch
Eleanor Davenport Hart
Frederick M. Janci
Joseph Janci
William Lauder, Jr.
Dave Ragaini
Carmine A. Santarella
1983
Louis J. Bottone
Nicholas J. Bredice
Lloyd Fuller
Herbert Launiere
Al Palumbo
Frank Palumbo
Joseph P. Sheehan
1984
Larry J. Anastasia
Earl "Lala" Bellia
Robert A. Corbo
Jack Cronin
Norm Donnelly
Bill Dudas
John Dwyer
Mike Lombardi
1985
Dom Christopher

"Mickey" Connolly
John D'Amato
Jim Ellis
Irv "Lefty" Geddes
Joe Lametta
Frank Lippolis
Nick Melfi
Sal Spinola
1986
Anso Belardinelli
Fred Belinsky
Bob Callahan
Jay Callahan
Lee Corbo
Ernie Imri
Norm Sculley
Vinnie Vellotti
1987
Joseph A. Bellantoni
Otto Buchholz
William D. Ireland
William J. Kish, Sr.
George "Mimi" Lawrence
Michael Marucci
Sylvio "Babe" Spinola
Frances "Frank" Troy
1988
Thomas R. Corbo
Frederick J. Foldeak
Douglas Morrison
William O'Malley
Louis Renzulli, Sr.
William A. Ripley
William Rogowski
Sergio "Abbie" Spinola
1989
George C. Arseniadis
Karl J. Bassone
Walter F. Court
Dominick A. Cundari
Walter F. Dudding
Basil Marella
Rocco "Rocky" Marucci
Nicholas J. Santo
1990
Mauro (Mac) Bossone
Jerry Courville, Sr.
George Herman
Elsie Testa Imri
John Krysiuk
Bob "Rivets" Miller
Ted Tedesco
George Weed
1991
Eugene Callahan
Charles Cundari
Leo Fagan
Stew Leonard, Sr.
Ted Lowry
Frank Morgan
Bernard Nowak
Leroy Vaughn
1992
Art Bobrowsky
Guido Bossone
Lou Bredice
Dick Buonerba
Ed Cerulli
John A. Mendence
Nick Santaniello, DDS
Wayne Shadbolt

1993
Jimmy Beau
Romas Bossone
Dick Cross
Nick Garfield
Ferd Gottscham
Jack Redway
Jim Romanello
Gene Seymour
1994
Robert Colbert
James Creagh
Joseph Cusack, Sr.
Fred DeFinis
Allen Helfant
Joseph Marchese
Joseph Morrison
Alan Seymour
1995
Jack Casagrande
Ralph DiMeglio
Don Gustafson
Don  LaJoie
Ed Luczkowski
Dewey Raymond
Art Reale
Mary Roman
1996
Sal Canal
Mike DiDio
Don Gaynor
Vinny Grillo
Ralph King
Marie Corridon Mortell
Charlie Provenzano
Mario Salomone
1997
John "Jr." Bieling
Al Canevari
Joe DeFlorio
John Harris
Lou Mola
Vin Santagate
Pat Spinola
Ralph Tavella
1998
Jim Deering
Arnie Evans
Frank Fay
Mary Kehoe
Tom Kelly
Tom O'Connor
Ladislau Rastocky
Lee Seymour
1999
Thomas Horton
Fred "Moose" Miller
George "Bud" Moseley
Richard M. O'Grady
Stan Poremba
Robert "Bobby" Ryan
Anthony "Bobby" Santo
Earl Stabell
2000
Ray Barry
Fred Bondi
Mary Combis
Roger Devine
Robert Dowling
Roger Gendron
Edward McSally

Jack Ryan
2001
Rollie D'Avanzo
Richard Fuller
Lee Johnson
Nicholas Mastolillo
Roger Shoals
Jerry McGee
Alan Staack
Merv Tarlov
2002
Bob Avery
Al Boczer
Quinto Christopher
Bill Connery
Jack Devine
Mike Santa Lucia
Reggie Spears
Jack Weisheit
2003
Mike Barbarula
Ed Fahan
Joe Iannacone
Joe Magyar
Otto Makowsky
Calvin Murphy
Bob Schaefer
2004
Dennis D’Amato
Russ Dennis
Vincent DePanfilis
Jerry Fishman
Bill Granata
John Huminski
Bill Krause
Elaine Woodward 
Setapen
Charlie “Bud” Smith
2005
Pete Barrella
Lou Cundari
Steve Guback
Bucky Iannacone
Frank Lapak
Lew Marino
Dave Mills
Charlie Mitchell 
2006
Terry Blitz
Dennis Christopher
Ted Fecenko
Phil Kydes
Gary Liberatore
Milt Peckham
John Peters
Jeff Rousseau 
2007
Bob Barate
Al Buchta
Connie Carpenter
Steve Gulyas
Billy Howard
Joe Liberatore
Harvey Melzer
Pete Tucci 
2008
Ed Faulkner
John Kuczo
Pete Lopusznick
James McLean
Ralph Tucci

Norwalk Old Timers Association Past Sports Award Recipients
Frank Vigilante
Don Wilson
Dick Zakhar 
2009
Dan Letizia
Rich MacDonald
Bob Mendence
Dick Packer
Fred Petrini
Don Quinn
Dan Santarella
Phil Tegano 
2010
Pete Correnty
Jack Couch
Don Foust
Gary Lawrence
Jerry McDougall
Lynn Spagnesi
Pat Vigilio, Sr.
John Zeoli
2011
George Albano
Stan Czulewicz
Paul Krasnavage
Mark Kurimai
John Newton
Doug Peoples
Dave Raila
Dr. John Santorella

2012
Ron Dominici
Paul Gerken
Bobby Miller
Frank Moffett
Wayne Mones
Leo Motyka
Andrea Seger
Tom Shostak
2013
Mike Angione
Celia Bobrowsky
David Coyne
Drew Czulewicz
Art Kadish
Joe Madaffari
Randy McCue
Franklin Melzer
2014
Joe Andrews*
Lorin Beresnyak*
Tim Bishop
Kevin Connolly
Fred DeFinis
Alvin Faust
Rudy Gisolfi
Paul Jacoby
Eric Lund*
Sam Miller
Cleve Penberthy
Sam Testa*

2015
Willie Brooks
John Eagen
Lloyd Fuller
John Keogh
Sheila Moffett
Dewey Raymond
Sal Nuzzo
Tom Scarso*
Marvin Spencer*
Sandy Weed Austin*
Maryann Wehrheim
2016
Paul Atkins
Jerry Courville, Jr.
Tom Delmoor
Margaret Diaz*
Bruce Kirby
Jim Matregrano*
Phil “Skipper” 
  Matregrano*
Gary O’Malley
Jerry Tavella
Joe Troy*
Kevin Welch
Mike Wrinn
2017
Angelo Bruno
Mary Buschbaum*
Walt Czekaj*

Tim Eagen
Michael Herring
Hector Huertas
Lynn Luczkowski
Kelly Myrick
Greg Pritchett
Mike Siganos*
Edward Zamm
2018
Jeff Allen
Gerald Anastasia
Don Christopher
Rocco Cundari, Jr.*
Sue Eskierski
Randy LaJoie
Jim Lyons
Jerome Maultsby
Carl Paight*
Steph Seymour
2019
Steve Annunziato
Lou Eletto*
Bob Kramer
Maria Marino
Missy Oman
Felix Rodriguez
Fred Santarella* 
Jeff Spahr
Tim Wagner
Harry Welfare

2022
John Davis
Janine DeLise Deering
Jeanne Vallerie DeRosa
Dan Hughes
Calvin Jordan*
Kern Jordan*
Mark Kreymborg
Patti Richmond
Al Tortorella
2023
Laura Brunner Gulden
Jennifer Buonerba 

Prescott
Mike Epstein
Doug Marchetti
John Paladino
Chris Santopietro
Kevin Stevens
Tony Ward
Joe Santo, Sr.*
2024
Dee Dee Coyne
Timothy Paul Currie*
Lyndon Johnson
Brian Kennedy
Alison Kuczo Laney
Sheila Mortell Stolarski
Todd Philcox
Gerald Roman
Maurice ‘Mo’ Vaughn

1963–Thomas P. Skidd
1964–John C.Miller
1965–John D’Amato
1966–William Lauder,Jr.
1967–Andy Richards
1968–Don Shufelt
1969–Anthony Reda
1970–John McGuirk
1971–John McGuirk
1972–Edward J.Bonello, Sr.
1973–Robert J. Smith
1974–Robert J. Smith
1975–John McGuirk
1976–Eugene Kimmel
1977–Robert J. Smith
1978–Robert J. Smith
1979–James Ellis
1980–James Ellis
1981–Robert A. Corbo
1982–Robert A. Corbo
1983–Edward J. Bonello, Sr.
1984–David J. Ragaini
1985–David J. Ragaini
1986–Michael E. Errico
1987–Michael E. Errico
1988–Edward J.Bonello Sr.
1989–Al Palumbo
1990–Al Palumbo
1991–Stanley Poremba
1992–Stanley Poremba
1993–John V. D’Amato
1994–John V. D’Amato

1995–Lawrence Anastasia
1996–Lawrence Anastasia
1997–Arthur W. Bobrowsky
1998–Arthur W.Bobrowsky
1999–Ferdinand Gottscham
2000–Ferdinand Gottscham
2001–George Albano
2002–George Albano
2003–Thomas R. Corbo
2004–Thomas R. Corbo
2005–Patrick D. Spinola
2006–Patrick D. Spinola
2007–Jim Deering
2008–Jim Deering
2009–Lewis J.Marino
2010–John Peters
2011–John Peters
2012–Dennis D’Amato
2013–Dennis D’Amato
2014–Dennis D’Amato
2015–Jack Couch
2016–Jack Couch
2017–Jack Couch
2018–Jack Couch
2019–Jack Couch
2020–Pete Tucci
2021–Pete Tucci
2022–Pete Tucci
2023–Pete Tucci
2024–Pete Tucci
2025–Pete Tucci

1974–Tom Skidd
1975–Nick Santaniello
1976–Nash Engineering Co., Inc.
1977–Bill Walden
1978–Norwalk Family YMCA
1979–Harry “Mickey” Connolly
1980–Germain G. Glidden
1982–Vincent G. Ryan
1983–Laurel Athletic Club
1985–Russell A.Kelly
1987–American Legion Post 12
1990–Lou Brodersen
1991–Mace Norwood
1993–Pete Tucci, Sr.
1994–Jeff Smith
1995–Rev.John Livingston
1996–Ray Barry, Rob Trifone
1999–Mark Lambert
2000–Norwalk Babe Ruth 

(14/15) All Stars
2000–NHS Girls Basketball 

Team
2002–Ben Whone National Little 

League, 1952 Little League 
World Champions

2003–American Legion Post 
12 Baseball Team Craig 
Katz,Coach

2008–Norwalk Babe Ruth 
14 Year Old World Series 
Champions

2009–Partners Cafe
2010–Cranbury Baseball League
2011–The Aces Softball Team
2012–Art Bobrowsky
2013–Al Palumbo
2014–Conn. State Representa-

tive Larry Cafero
2015–The Kinlock Family
2016–Steve Brueski
2017–Norwalk Cal Ripken 

11-Year-Old All Stars
2018– Michael Mocciae
2019–Laurel Athletic Club
2022–Ray Berry, Ralph King
2023–Art Schad
2024–The Billmeyer Family

Norwalk Old Timers Association Past Sports Award Recipients

Past Presidents Past Mike Errico Award Recipients

Visit us at www.norwalkoldtimers.org

*honored posthumously
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Jim Lyons

Joe Madaffari*
Harvey Melzer*
Frank Moffett
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Mike Wrinn
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Jim Wrinn
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When a young CHERISE MICKLE began 
playing in the Carver Center Girls Basketball 
League, no one, including her, knew an 

outstanding career on the hardwood was on the horizon.
But fast forward a few years and many points and rebounds 

later, and Cherise would become one of  the cornerstones of  
Norwalk High School’s memorable run of  championships in the 
early 1980s.

Indeed, the 5-foot-9 Cherise was a starting forward on each 
of  the Lady Bears’ three straight FCIAC championship teams 
in 1981, ’82 and ’83, while going to the state finals twice and 
winning the program’s first state title. By the time she was done, 

the standout power forward would graduate as the city of  Norwalk’s all-time leading scorer.  
“The word I would use is ‘dependable.’ She was always so dependable,” recalled Don Foust, the 

NHS head coach during those glory years. “Even when she was a freshman and came off  the bench 
for us, I had all the confidence whenever I sent her in the game.”

That 1979-’80 Norwalk team went to the FCIAC finals and finished runner-up, but the next 
three seasons would spell a different outcome as Cherise moved into the starting lineup as a 
sophomore and helped Norwalk go 25-1 and win the FCIAC and Class LL state championships. 
She stepped her game up even more as a junior, leading the Norwalkers in both scoring (14.8) and 
rebounding (10.5) while earning first-team All-FCIAC and All-City honors en route to another 
conference crown.

She saved the best for last, however, and as a senior co-captain in the 1982-’83 season, she again 
led the team in scoring (16.4) as the Bears won their third straight FCIAC championship. It was 
during the conference semifinals, a 52-44 win over Darien, that Cherise Mickle became only the 
fourth player in city girls basketball history to reach 1,000 career points. She finished with 18 points 
and 11 rebounds in the win.

But perhaps just as important, after being a valuable and productive role player her first three 
seasons, Cherise became the team’s undisputed leader on and off  the court.

“Everybody on the team looked up to ‘Mama’ that season,” Foust pointed out. “I saw her do 
so many positive things.”

 While her 1,000th point milestone was a big moment, Cherise wasn’t done yet. There was 
still another FCIAC title to secure a couple nights later, and then four more wins in the state 
tournament to reach another Class LL final. But despite her game-high 20 points, the top-seeded 
Bears were upset by No. 6 Bristol Eastern 52-47. The NHS girls still finished a glossy 25-2 while 
Cherise finished with 1,117 career points and No. 1 on the city’s all-time scoring list. She capped off  
her high school career by being named first-team All-State and All-City MVP.

Shortly after Cherise concluded her scholastic career, Don Foust stepped down as the NHS 

Cherise Mickle

Love, 
Husband Jeremiah Livingston 

Dad Lewis Rawles 
Aunt Denise Rawles 
Sister Denise Mickle 

#1 Fan, Brother Anthony Mickle 
Sister Cherae Kingwood Wilson 

Brother-in-law Ted Wilson 
Niece Chyia Wilson 
Aunt Sheila Mickle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations 

CHERISE MICKLE LIVINGSTON 
for being selected to be a  

2025 Norwalk Old Timers Honoree! 
Your Family is so very proud of you and your 

amazing Basketball career. 

continued MICKLE, p.52
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Congratulations to 

ROB ROSS 
on your well-deserved honor 

from your former teammate, 
fellow co-captain, 
and good friend 

Joe Taccone 
Italia Pizzeria Restaurant 

 
 
 
 

Co-Captains Rob Ross  
and Joe Taccone 

1973 Brien McMahon Soccer Team 
FCIAC Champions 

In a city that has produced its share of  outstanding soccer 
goalies over the years, the name ROBERT ROSS sits right 
near the top of  that impressive list.

Ross made his mark between the goal posts in high school 
at Brien McMahon and later in college at the University of  
Connecticut, contributing to the great success of  both programs 
during his time there. 

It was at Ponus Ridge Junior High School, however, where a 
13-year-old Rob Ross began his soccer journey. Despite no prior 
experience in the sport, he went out for the team on a whim and 
it wasn’t until the first day of  practice that he decided to try his 
hand — literally both hands — as a goaltender.

And with that, an outstanding soccer career was born.
Junior HS was 7th, 8th and 9th grade back then and as an 

eighth grader in the fall of  1968, Rob helped Ponus win the city championship. Then after another 
outstanding season in the nets, he arrived at McMahon and by 11th grade had taken over as the 
Senators’ starting goalie. After allowing just one goal in a season-debut win, Rob posted back-to-
back shutout victories. Four more shutouts would follow during that 9-3-3 season, including a 1-0 
win over Wethersfield in the opening round of  the state tournament. 

But it was during his senior season in the fall of  1973 that Ross established himself  as one of  the 
top goaltenders in the state. He allowed one or less goals in 14 of  McMahon’s 15 games with five 
shutouts and a microscopic 0.73 goals-against average. That impressive stat line helped the Senators 
go 9-2-4, capture the West Division title, and win a share of  the FCIAC championship after tying 
rival Staples 1-1 in the conference final. Rob made nine saves in that title contest, including two very 
difficult stops in the closing minutes to preserve the tie. 

Following his graduation in ‘74, Rob took his talents upstate to the University of  Connecticut, 
right about the same time the Huskies’ soccer program started to grow on a national level. After 
starting on the freshmen team, he became the backup varsity goalie his sophomore year. UConn 
advanced to the NCAA ‘Sweet 16’ that season and met rival Brown University in the New England 
Regional championship game when head coach Joe Morrone decided to make a surprise change in 
goal and start Ross. He rewarded his coach’s trust in him by turning in an outstanding game as the 
two teams battled to a 1-1 tie in regulation and then play four scoreless 15-minute overtime periods 
before Brown finally won on penalty kicks in fading daylight in Storrs.

But that performance set the tone for the fall of  ’76 and a breakout junior season by the 
Norwalker. Rob took over as the starting goalie and was named All-Yankee Conference after posting 
a school-record 14 shutouts in 22 games to lead UConn to an 18-2-2 record, at the time tying the 
most wins in program history. His 11 goals allowed and 0.50 GAA that season were both second 
lowest in program history.

He was looking forward to an even better senior year, but sustained a serious neck injury early that 
1977 campaign, which ended his season. He was able to redshirt the rest of  that season and return 
for a fifth season in 1978, only to dislocate his shoulder in the season opener. He was sidelined for a 
month, but returned in time to lead the Huskies back to the NCAA tournament. 

Rob Ross

continued ROSS, p.52
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CONGRATULATIONS 
CARRIE! 

Through the years, we’ve 
been so proud of you! 

We watched your talent begin at the hoop in Ruggieris’ 
backyard!  Then we watched you play at NHS and 
Eastern CT State University basketball! Then, we 
followed your assistant coaching at Eastern CT, Marist, 
College of the Holy Cross, St.  John’s! And, since 1992, 
we’ve cheered you on as Head Coach at Pace 
University! That ’s a whole lot of expertise, 
accomplishment, and fun!  

We love you,  
Seymour 
and  
Sweeney 
Families 

 

Carrie Seymour

CARRIE SEYMOUR has certainly done a lot of  
winning during her sports career, first as a player 
and then as one of  the most successful Division II 

women’s basketball coaches in the country.
In fact, last week the former Norwalk High School 

three-sport athlete began her 34th season as head coach at 
Pace University in Pleasantville, NY. She entered the 2025-
'26 campaign with a career record 555-386, placing her 10th 
for the most wins among active NCAA D-II coaches in the 
country. Her sparkling .590 winning percentage is also among 
the best nationally.

After serving as an assistant coach for eight years at three 
different Division I schools, Carrie was named the head coach 
at Pace in 1992-'93 and led the Lady Setters to 20-win seasons 
her first five years, including a program record 27 victories her 
second year. She won 24 games six other seasons and has had 

13 seasons overall with 20 or more wins. She became the fourth fastest Division II coach to record 
100 career wins, reaching the milestone in just her 127th game. Meanwhile, win No. 500 came on Jan. 
22, 2022, becoming only the 17th active D-II coach to accomplish this feat.

Overall, Carrie has averaged 17 wins per season and has guided the Pace women to 18 postseason 
appearances, including 11 trips to the  NCAA tournament, highlighted by four runs to the “Sweet 
16” and making it all the way to the “Elite Eight” in 2001 and 2022. Under Seymour, the Setters 
have also won three Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference (ECAC) championships, including her 
first season.

Not surprisingly, Carrie has been recognized regionally and nationally with numerous coaching 
awards. Among them was being named the Division II Coach of  the Year by the Metropolitan 
Basketball Writers Association seven times. She’s also a two-time District Coach of  the Year, while 
earning the New York Collegiate Athletic Conference Coach of  the Year award in 1993-'94.

Her biggest honor, however, occurred in 2023 when she was inducted into the Pace University 
Athletic Hall of  Fame.

Long before her coaching success began, however, Carrie Seymour was experiencing that winning 
habit at Norwalk High School where she played field hockey, basketball, and softball. As a senior, 
she was a key member of  the Bears’ 1979 girls basketball and softball teams that both went unbeaten 
during the regular season and captured the FCIAC Western Division title. That softball team also 
won the FCIAC championship that season while the ’79 basketball team went to the conference and 
Class LL finals and finished runner-up.

But it was in her junior year that Carrie became a footnote in NHS softball history. Tied 1-1 
in the last of  the seventh against Westhill in the FCIAC championship game, the Bears got the 
leadoff  batter on and coach Ray Barry promptly inserted Carrie as a pinch runner for her speed. 
She was bunted to second and when a low throw got a few feet away from the first baseman, Carrie 
sprinted to third. Then on the same play, when the first baseman made an errant throw to third, 

continued SEYMOUR, p.52
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CCOONNGGRRAATTUULLAATTIIOONNSS,,  
MMOOMM!!  

Your family celebrates you for a 
lifetime of leadership, sportsmanship, 
and achievement — from your days 
starring at Barlow High School, to 
your success at Sacred Heart 

University, to your dedication to the Norwalk Biddy 
Basketball Program, to your induction into the Connecticut 
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame. 

You’ve inspired generations through your love of the game, 
your humility, and your commitment to giving back. Your 
example continues to shape players, families, and 
communities across Norwalk and beyond. 

We are so proud of you and grateful for all you’ve done — 
both on and off the court. 

WITH LOVE AND ADMIRATION, 

Your Family — TJ, Kelley, Bobby, Amanda, Mikey,  
Lisa, Gina, Matt, Cara, AJ, Ryan, Sadie, Cory,  

Gianna, Brooklyn, Arya, Baby #2, Paul and Griffin 

 

 

At a time in her life when most people have long 
stepped away from playing competitive sports, 
REGINA TRIMBOLI was just getting started. 

Well, actually she never stopped. But for the past dozen years 
the longtime Norwalker has really taken her game to another 
level and the result has been six national championships in the 
sport of  basketball.

Regina is a member of  the Connecticut Classics women’s 
basketball team, which competes every other year in the National 
Senior Games. And all Regina and her teammates have done is 
bring home a half-dozen gold medals back to the Nutmeg State.

Their incredible run began in 2013 in Cleveland where they 
won the national title in the 55-59 age group and then repeated 
as champs in 2015 in Minnesota. The Classics moved up to the 
60-64 division in 2017 and played in Birmingham, Ala., where 

they lost their one and only national final to date with a crushing two-point loss to San Diego. 
But Regina and company bounced back in 2019 to reclaim the crown in Albuquerque, NM. The 

2021 Games were cancelled due to Covid, but the Classics won 65-69 age group title in 2022 in Ft. 
Lauderdale, and again in 2023 in Pittsburgh. Then this year they travelled to Des Moines, Iowa and 
won their sixth national championship, breaking the record for the most Senior Games titles, men 
or women. 

In off  years, qualifying tournaments for the next year’s Senior Games are held. But in addition to 
playing and winning those, the Classics play in a number of  invitational tournaments throughout the 
country and win all of  them as well.

“We are probably the most traveled Senior team in the country,” Regina said.
Growing up in Redding, Regina Wright played four years of  basketball at Joel Barlow High School 

just as girls basketball was slowly starting to grow as a result of  Title IX. A shooting guard, she 
averaged just over 18 points a game.

“There was no 3-point shot back then, either,” she pointed out. “I remember I scored 32 points 
one game.”

This was also around the time when Sacred Heart University in Fairfield started its women’s 
basketball program and offered its very first female athletic scholarship to her.

“There were six of  us on the first team,” Regina said of  that inaugural 1974-75season. “We just 
celebrated our 50th anniversary and were honored at halftime of  a game. Three of  us were there.”

Regina also played softball at Barlow and then joined the newly formed women’s softball team at 
Sacred Heart, although it was not a scholarship sport yet. She still plays for a senior women’s softball 
team called the “Nor’easters,” who, like the Classics, travel to different states for tournaments. And 
if  that’s not enough, Regina has played in a pickup softball league in Fairfield on Sundays for the 
past 44 years.

continued TRIMBOLI, p.52

Regina Trimboli
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Posthumous Honoree

Nearly six decades after he caught his last pass 
for Norwalk High School, DENNIS FABIAN 
is still considered one of  the best receivers the 

city has ever produced.
The 1967 season was certainly testament to that as Dennis 

scored seven touchdowns, all of  them on pass receptions, to 
help NHS go 6-2-1 for the program’s best record since its 1948 
state championship team.

Dennis, who passed away in 2019 at the age of  70, was one 
of  the main reasons behind the success of  that talented ’67 
team, which finished runner-up in the tough Eastern Division. 
In addition to his seven TDs, he tallied six extra points to finish 
tied for the team scoring lead with 48 total points. He certainly 
impressed opposing coaches around the conference, who 
voted him to the All-FCIAC first team.

His NHS teammates also came away impressed.
“One thing I remember about Dennis is he had the best pair of  hands around. He caught 

everything,” said Billy Howard, another all-conference selection who shared the team scoring title 
with Dennis. “He was just a good natural athlete. He played on the basketball team, the baseball 
team, and the football team.”

Even football coaches as far away as Des Moines, Iowa fell in love with Dennis’s pass-catching 
ability and recruited him to play for Graceland College. One of  them, Bill “Duke” Dudek, now 82 
and retired, was an assistant on the Yellow Jackets’ coaching staff  when Dennis played.  

“He was definitely one of  the greatest wide receivers in Graceland history,” Dudek, who also 
played at Graceland and served as head coach there for 18 years, said. “I really think he was one of  
the two or three best receivers from that era.”

But while he enjoyed his time in college, the Norwalk High football program back home was 
always Dennis’s first love and he would eventually return to his roots as a volunteer with the Bears.

“He would do anything that needed to be done,” former NHS coach Pete Tucci said. “He would 
chase down footballs during the game. If  we were close to the end zone and about to score, he 
would start walking down there to give the officials the football for the extra point and the kickoff. 
When he had trouble walking, I’d tell him let one of  the kids get it, but he would say, ‘No, I can 
get it.’

“He was just a really great guy and he had a heart of  gold,” the Norwak Old Timers president 
added. “He loved sports, all kinds of  sports — high school, college, pros. And he had a wealth of  
knowledge.”

Dennis was also a big supporter of  local high school and youth sports leagues, and coached his 
three children in their sports growing up.

Indeed, his love of  sports never faded. Neither did his love for the Norwalk Old Timers dinner, 
which he rarely missed. ▪

Dennis Fabian

Congratulations  
to the 

FABIAN FAMI LY  
 from the 

Mitchell Family  

In honor of Papa Dennis’s athletic achievements, 
dedication, impact, and love of the Norwalk sports 
community. May his talent and passion for “the 
game” live on in Caden, James, Tyler, Trevor,  
Brody, and Kiley. 

 
MITCHELL OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE  

Complete Lawn Care, Land scaping, Fencework,  
Flagstone, Hauling, Snowplowing, Odd Jobs  

Dennis Mitchell  Office  Shane Mitchell  
(203) 984 - 7070  (203) 847- 2171 (203) 984 - 9343  
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Congratulations to all the past 
Norwalk Old Timers 

and the 2025 Inductees

A Special Congratulations 
to this year's

MMiikkee  EErrrriiccoo  AAwwaarrdd  WWiinnnneerr,,  
JJiimm  WWrriinnnn  

For your many years of 
tireless service in making 
Norwalk Sports better and 

inspiring so many young athletes 

Gloria Wrinn 

 

JIM WRINN, who dedicated over three decades 
of  his time as a coach, league official, and tireless 
worker to youth sports, is the recipient of  this 

year’s Norwalk Old Timers Athletic Association Mike Errico 
Award.

The award, named in honor of  the late local sportsman who 
helped start the Norwalk Old Timers in 1963, is presented to 
an individual or group for the positive impact they’ve made to 
the Norwalk sports community.

For Jim Wrinn, that “impact” began in 1987 when he 
became a coach in the Norwalk Cal Ripken Baseball League 
and did so for 22 years, while also finding the time to serve as 
league president. Then three years after he started coaching 
baseball, Jim became a head coach in the Norwalk Pop Warner 
Football program and did that for 28 years. He would win three 
state championships, including an undefeated 11-0 season in 

2016. He was even more proud of  his team receiving the Fairfield County Referee Sportsmanship 
Award that season.

But Jim felt he could make an even bigger impact as a league officer and became president of  the 
entire Norwalk Athletic Association in 2006, a position he held for two years before moving to vice 
president for the next decade. Under his watch, the Pop Warner program expanded, acquired new 
uniforms and equipment, and eventually made the switch to the growing American Youth Football 
(AYF) organization. 

He also brought Cal Ripken Baseball, the league he began coaching in, under the Norwalk 
AA umbrella. He also coached and served as president in the NAA Girls Basketball League and 
eventually added coaching in the Norwalk Junior Soccer Association to his already-packed schedule. 
With soccer and football seasons both in the fall, Jim would conduct football practice three days 
a week and soccer practice two days. And on weekends, he would be on the sidelines coaching a 
football game on Saturday and a soccer game on Sunday.

Jim Wrinn’s involvement in local sports, however, goes beyond the youth leagues. For 20 years 
he was “The Voice of  the Bears” as the public address announcer at Norwalk High football and 
basketball games. He was also responsible for eventually securing a permanent home for the Norwalk 
AA trophy case in City Hall.

Outside of  sports, Jim was involved with several civic organizations, including a life member with 
the American Legion Post 12, the Norwalk Veterans Memorial Committee, and a Memorial Day 
Parade Marshal for 12 years.

But Jim’s passion with coaching, especially youth football, goes back to when his father, Gene 
Wrinn, was a head coach in the Norwalk Pop Warner program in the 1970s and a young Jim was on 
the sidelines helping him. In a full circle moment, Jim began coaching his son Joshua in 1990, and 
Joshua is now a Pop Warner coach in Stratford coaching Jim’s grandson. ▪

Mike Errico Award
Jim Wrinn
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NORWALK OLD TIMERS 2025 SCHOLARSHIPS

The Norwalk Old Timers Athletic Association also honors “Young Timers” with six high 
school scholarships.

The 2024–25 school year marked the 34th year of  the Eugene ‘Ike’ and Alberta Kern 
Scholarship Award, which is named after the late legendary Norwalk High School football coach and 
his wife, and is presented annually to an NHS senior football player. Presented in the spring, the 2025 
recipient was ETHAN HUDSON.

Since 1993, the Old Timers have presented the Williard R. Williams Scholarship Award in memory 
of  the longtime Norwalk Hour sports editor who covered local sports for more than half  a century. 
The scholarship recognizes a male student-athlete at Norwalk and Brien McMahon high schools. 
This year’s recipients were EDGARDO TORRES of  NHS and KENNEDY FERDINAND of  
McMahon.

The Thomas C. O’Connor Scholarship Award was created in 2001 and recognizes a female student-
athlete at each high school. O’Connor, the former Mayor of  Norwalk, was a big fan of  girls sports and 
this scholarship was started shortly after his passing. The 2025 recipients were MACEY BRASHER 
of  Brien McMahon and AVERY VACCARO of  Norwalk High.

The Norwalk Old Timers also created a new scholarship in 2011 in the memory of  Jack 
Casagrande, the former coaching legend at Brien McMahon who passed away in December 2010. It 
recognizes a senior football player for the Senators, and the 2025 recipient was JERMEL BYNUM.

All six high school scholarship winners were awarded $1,000.

 ‘Ike’ Kern, Williard Williams, Tommy O’Connor, and Jack Casagrande  
are all past Old Timers honorees.

Keith C. Connolly

Jack Couch

John Eagen

Pete Lopusznick 

Cleve Penberthy

Patrons

 www.norwalkoldtimers.org

ASHLEY, from p.29

DIAMANTIS, from p.31

his playing days Mike returned to the McMahon 
basketball program as an assistant coach for 
three seasons before relocating to Chicago and 
becoming an assistant coach at Harper Junior 
College. He currently resides in the Atlanta area 
and volunteers his time working with youth 

programs, but not coaching basketball. Instead he 
introduces them to the game of  golf, his second 
love. 

But whether it’s on the basketball court or 
the golf  course, this Norwalk Old Timer is still 
making an impact. ▪

While Diamantis dominated on offense, he 
also shined on defense for Central Catholic. So 
much so that when he enrolled at Graceland 
College in Des Moines, Iowa, he was used strictly 
on the defensive side of  the ball as a defensive 
back and became one of  the best in the Heart of  
America Conference. In fact, he was named All-
Conference and All-District three straight seasons, 
while earning All-America Honorable Mention as 

a junior and second team All-America his senior 
year.

Longtime former Graceland football coach 
Bill ‘Duke’ Dudek, when recently asked about 
Diamantis, called him “one of  the greatest 
defensive backs in Graceland history. We could put 
him at free safety, we could put him at cornerback, 
and he also returned kickoffs and punts. He was 
one of  the best players I ever coached.” ▪

FULLER, from p.33

Ricky, won a pair of  league championships in 1986 
and ’88.

His brother also coached him in Little League, 
where Terry was an all-star catcher and later played 
second base in the Norwalk Babe Ruth League. He 
also excelled in martial arts and in 1992 received 
his third-degree black belt in Tang Soo do Karate.

This year’s Norwalk Old Timers award for Terry 

continues a Fuller family legacy. His father Lloyd 
Fuller Sr. was honored by the Old Timers in 1983, 
while his older brothers Ricky and Lloyd Jr., were 
recognized in 2001 and 2015, respectively. Before 
them, his uncle, George Fuller, was honored in 
1976, while his cousin, Mike Ashley, joins Terry as 
a 2025 Norwalk Old Timers honoree. ▪

Headline from The Norwalk Hour
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Some 47 years after he played his final game, 
the name Robert Ross can still be found on several 
lines in the UConn soccer record book. Besides his 
single-season marks, Rob owns the career record 
for lowest goals-against-average with 0.35 from 
1975-79, while his 14 goals allowed in a career is 
also No. 1, and he still has the fewest career losses 

by any Huskie goaltender with three. His 19 career 
shutouts also rank in the top-10 all-time.

Saving the best for last, he added one more 
special UConn memory on June 11, 2012 when 
Norwalk’s Robert Ross was inducted into the 
Fairfield County Sports Hall of  Fame UConn 
Wing. ▪

ROSS, from p.41

SEYMOUR, from p.43
Carrie raced home with the winning run to give 
Norwalk High its first ever FCIAC championship 
in softball. It was also the first of  four straight 
conference crowns by the Bears and the first of  
their FCIAC record 11 championships. And Carrie 
Seymour helped jumpstart that dynasty with her 
daring base running. 

But her future would be in basketball and 
following her graduation from NHS she continued 
her career at Eastern Connecticut State University 
where she was three-year letter winner. As a senior 
captain in 1982-'83, she was named team MVP 

after averaging a team-high 10.2 points and leading 
the Warriors to their first NCAA tournament bid 
in women’s basketball. She capped her collegiate 
career by being named All-New England.

After her playing days, Carrie remained part of  
the Eastern Connecticut program as an assistant 
coach and then became an assistant at three 
Division I schools in eight years, including the 
last six seasons at St. John’s. All roads led to Pace 
University, where the following season she began 
building her own legacy. ▪

Her love for basketball also extended to the 
Norwalk Biddy League, which she was involved in 
for 30 years as both a coach and later as league 
director. And when the Norwalk Girls Basketball 
Association (GBA) was formed, Regina coached 
and served on the Board.

In 2024, Regina Trimboli and her Connecticut 

Classics teammate were recognized by the 
Connecticut Women’s Basketball Hall of  Fame. 
She has also been inducted into the Joel Barlow 
Athletic Hall of  Fame, and was recently named 
the Connecticut Masters Female Athlete of  the 
Year.  ▪

TRIMBOLI, from p.45

coach to become the new head coach of  the 
University of  Bridgeport women’s basketball 
team. And as fate would have it, one of  his first 
recruits was Cherise Mickle, who was a four-year 
starter for the Lady Purple Knights.

“I felt so blessed to spend another four years 
as Cherise’s coach,” the Hall of  Fame coach and 
2010 Norwalk Old Timers honoree said. “I told 
her back then she’s probably the only basketball 

player in the country to play for the same coach in 
high school and college eight straight years.” 

It seemed only fitting that Cherise’s entire 
basketball journey eventually came full circle as 
well. When her playing days were finally over, 
she would return to the Carver Center where it 
all started to coach a team in its boys basketball 
league. ▪

MICKLE, from p.39

15

FROM: THE NORWALK UMPIRES ASSOCIATION

In memory of Bill Krause,

Congratulations to all 
the 2010 Honorees

You’re Out!!!!

26136 Old Timers Programme Guts, 2010  11/3/10  3:13 PM  Page 15

Congratulations  
to all the  

2025  
Norwalk Old Timer

Honorees
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We remember fon dly and honor two of 
our past honorees who died in the year 
since our last Sports Awards Dinner . 

RUDY GISOLFI  
MILT PECKHAM  

May they rest in peace.  

In Memoriam 

 

324 Connecticut Avenue  
Norwalk, CT 06854  
(203) 831- 0300  
carvelnorwalk@hotmail.com  

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL  

2025 NORWALK OLD 
TIMERS’ ATHLETIC 

ASSOCIATION 
HONOREES

From 
George & Louie’s 

East Avenue Pizza 
East Norwalk, CT 

The Tucci family wants to  
thank and congratulate  
all the 2025 honorees.

Each of you has helped 
to make the  

City of Norwalk  
the “Sports Capital”  

of the state.

CONGRATULATIONS!
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CONGRATULATIONS ! 
to all the   

202 5 NORWALK OLD TIMERS’ 

HONOREES  

from  
Paul Kokias  

The Wine Basket  
11 Cove Avenue , East Norwalk  

(203) 858 - 0638   
www. winebasketCT.com  
  paul@WineBasket.com  

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 to 

all the 2025 Norwalk 
Old Timers’ Inductees 

Anthony Passaniti 

Residential & Commercial Trash Service 
Dumpster Rentals 

7 Ruby Street | Norwalk, CT 06850  |  apassaniti@aecarting.com  
(203) 956.6361 | (203) 722.9353
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TUCCI & BRUNO TAX SERVICES 
Pete Tucci & Angelo Bruno 

 

Tucci & Bruno Tax Services  
want to thank and congratulate  

all the 2025 honorees. 

Your accomplishments have  
enriched many lives in Norwalk. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the  

Norwalk Old Timers  
2025 Honorees 

Displaying excellence in 
sports and sportsmanship 

Serving Norwalk area for over 10 years. 
Specializing in thin crust pizza, deli sandwiches,  

pasta, salads, and more! 
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HARBOR LIGHTS 

& 
STATION HOUSE 

Congratulate  
the  

202 5 Norwalk  Old 
Timers’ Honorees  

 

82 Seaview Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06855 

232 East Avene 
Norwalk, CT 06855 

 

Congratulations to the 
Norwalk Old Timers  

2025 Honorees 

 

COUNTRY CONVENIENCE 
Greek Specialty Food Store 

(203) 846-4430 
303 Newtown Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06851 

PIZZA  |  COFFEE  |  CATERING  |  SANDWICHES 
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29 Bonnybrook Road
Norwalk, CT 06850

Congratulates all the 
Norwalk Old Timers 2025 Honorees

Sonny & Bills
 S p o r t  C e n t e r

BILL HOWARD

Embroidery
Silkscreening
Trophies
Complete Team Outfitters

 

Congratulations to the 
2025 Norwalk Old Timers Honorees 

 
 
 

ShopRite 
and 

The Cingari Family 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Serving popular Italian, Greek, and American dishes 

17 Bartlett Avenue Norwalk, CT (203) 847-4876 
unclejoesrestaurant.com 
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Norwalk Professional 

Visit us at www.local830.org 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to all  

202 5 Norwalk Old Timers’ 
Honorees  

PHYL -VIC  LLC  – 
THE PALADINO FAMILY  

proudly endorses the  
Old Timers’ Athletic Association’s 

Scholarship Program for  
Brien McMahon and  

Norwalk High School students  

 
SD Auto Repair, LLC  

107 Water Street  
South Norwalk, CT 06854  

(203) 391 -4371 
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Tucci Lumber LLC 
227 Wilson Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06854 

888.810.2287 
www.TLBATS.com 

 
“Come in and enjoy  

a major league experience.” 
 

 
Congratulations to all of the  
2025 Old Timers’ honorees. 

 
 

Through your example  
you have set the bar as to what  

exceptional sportsmanship stands for 
in the City of Norwalk over the years! 

Thank you! 
 

Congratulations  
on your induction to the 

Norwalk Old Timers’ Athletic Association 

THANK YOU 
for your contribution to 

EXCELLENCE IN SPORTS 
in our community. 

From your friends at 
 

The Premier Decorator of 
Screen-Printed and 
Embroidered Apparel. 

Crown Prints, LLC 
25 Harbor Avenue 

Norwalk, CT 06850 
(203) 838-0055 

crownprintsonline.com 

“It’s our job to make you look and feel your best!” 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

2025 
OLD TIMERS’ HONOREES 

THE COUCH FAMILY 
Jake, Chris, Kiki & Jack  
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“50+ YEARS” 

THE ACES 
(1964 – 2020) 

Salute all the 
2025 Old Timers’  

Honorees 

 
“Not Just Softball,  

But a Lifestyle” 

Collins Funeral Home
Family Owned & Operated for Four Generations

William A. Skidd
Andrew D. Skidd

William G. Lahey, Jr.

92 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT
(203) 866-0747

www.collins-funeral.com

Good Luck
Norwalk Old Timers!
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1 North Water St. South Norwalk, Ct 06851
203.866.5963

braachs 
flowers

flowers|giftware |events

1 North Water St. South Norwalk, Ct 06851
203.866.5963

braachs 
flowers

flowers|giftware |events

Fifth Avenue Financial joins 
in congratulating all the 

2025 Norwalk Old Timers 
Honorees  

From 
Warren A. Peña, CLTC® 

NHS Class of ‘97 
(646) 975-9812 (voice only) 

(475) 271-1444 (voice or text) 

 

8 Wright Street, Suite 107, Westport, CT  
90 Park Avenue, 17th Floor, New York, NY 
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Congratulations
to all the

2025 Honorees
from

25 Perry Avenue�Norwalk,  Connecticut 06850





 PPrroouudd  SSppoonnssoorrss  ooff  
tthhee  22002255  NNoorrwwaallkk  
OOlldd  TTiimmeerrss  AAtthhlleettiicc  
AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
AAwwaarrddss  DDiinnnneerr  

Honoring Norwalk’s proud athletic tradition —  
past, present, and future. 

The BJ Ryan’s 
Family 

LaJoie’s Auto 
& Scrap 
Recycling 

Laurel 
Athletic Club 


